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Kenmore Dishwasher Troubleshooting

kenmore dishwasher troubleshooting can sometimes feel daunting, especially when your appliance isn’t
functioning as expected. Whether your dishwasher isn’t draining properly, not starting, or leaving dishes dirty,
understanding common issues and their solutions can save you time and money. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll
explore the most frequent problems with Kenmore dishwashers, provide step-by-step troubleshooting tips, and offer
advice on maintenance to keep your appliance running smoothly for years to come.

Common Kenmore Dishwasher Problems

Understanding the typical issues that arise with Kenmore dishwashers is the first step toward effective
troubleshooting. Below are some common problems homeowners encounter:

1. Dishwasher Not Starting

2. Dishwasher Not Draining

3. Dishes Not Cleaned Properly

4. Dishwasher Leaking

5. Unusual Noises During Operation

6. Error Codes Displayed

Each problem usually has a set of specific causes and solutions, which we will detail below.

Troubleshooting Steps for Common Issues

1. Dishwasher Not Starting

When your Kenmore dishwasher refuses to turn on, it can be frustrating. Here are some steps to diagnose and fix the
issue:

Check Power Supply: Ensure the dishwasher is plugged in securely. Verify that the circuit breaker hasn’t1.
tripped by inspecting your home’s electrical panel.
Test the Door Latch: The dishwasher won’t start if the door isn’t properly latched. Open and close the door2.
firmly and listen for a click. If the latch is damaged or faulty, it needs replacement.
Inspect the Control Panel: Sometimes, a malfunctioning touchpad or control board can prevent startup. Reset3.
the dishwasher by unplugging it for 1-2 minutes, then plugging it back in. If issues persist, consider replacing the



control board.
Examine the Start Button: Make sure the start button isn’t stuck or unresponsive. Clean the control panel if4.
necessary.

2. Dishwasher Not Draining

A common issue that can lead to standing water at the bottom of the tub is drainage failure. Troubleshooting steps
include:

Check the Drain Hose: Ensure the drain hose isn’t kinked, clogged, or blocked. Remove any debris or soap1.
scum buildup.
Clear the Air Gap: If your model has an air gap, remove and clean it to remove any obstructions.2.
Inspect the Drain Pump: Listen for the pump running during the drain cycle. If you hear no sound, the pump3.
may be faulty or jammed. You may need to test the pump motor with a multimeter or replace it if defective.
Check the Filter and Pump Assembly: Remove the bottom spray arm and clean the filter to remove any food4.
particles or debris blocking water flow.

3. Dishes Not Cleaned Properly

Poor cleaning results can stem from several causes:

Use the Correct Detergent: Use high-quality dishwasher detergent suitable for your water hardness.1.
Load Dishes Properly: Avoid overcrowding, and ensure that dishes aren’t blocking the spray arms.2.
Check Spray Arms: Remove and clean spray arms to clear holes of mineral deposits and debris.3.
Inspect the Water Inlet Valve: Ensure the valve supplies adequate water pressure, typically between 20-1204.
psi. Replace if faulty.
Run a Cleaning Cycle: Use a dishwasher cleaner monthly to remove grease, limescale, and buildup.5.

4. Dishwasher Leaking

Leaks can cause water damage and must be addressed promptly:

Inspect Door Seal: Examine the door gasket for cracks, tears, or debris. Clean or replace if damaged.1.
Check the Float Switch: The float switch prevents overfilling. If stuck or faulty, it can cause leaks. Clean around2.
the float assembly and test for proper operation.
Examine Hoses and Clamps: Tighten or replace any loose or cracked hoses.3.
Assess the Door Latch and Lock: A faulty latch can cause leaks if the door doesn’t close securely.4.

5. Unusual Noises During Operation

Strange sounds can indicate mechanical issues:

Identify the Source: Listen for grinding, banging, or humming sounds. Determine if the noise occurs during the1.
wash cycle or drain cycle.
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Check the Spray Arms: Make sure spray arms spin freely and aren’t hitting dishes or other obstructions.2.
Inspect the Pump and Motor: Worn bearings or a faulty motor can generate noise. If suspected, consult a3.
technician for testing and replacement.
Look for Debris: Remove any foreign objects like broken glass or utensils lodged in the pump or spray arms.4.

6. Error Codes Displayed

Kenmore dishwashers often display error codes to indicate specific problems. Common codes include:

F1 or F2: Water fill or drain issues.1.
Er1 or Er2: Control panel errors.2.
F3: Water temperature problems.3.
F7: Door latch error.4.

Troubleshooting Tip: Refer to your specific model’s user manual to interpret error codes accurately. Reset the
dishwasher by unplugging it for several minutes, then restoring power. If errors persist, replacing faulty components
may be necessary.

Maintenance Tips to Prevent Future Problems

Regular maintenance can prolong the life of your Kenmore dishwasher and reduce the likelihood of issues:

Clean Filters and Spray Arms: Remove and rinse filters and spray arms monthly.1.
Inspect and Replace Door Seals: Check the door gasket regularly and replace if cracked or torn.2.
Run Vinegar Cycles: Periodically run an empty cycle with vinegar to remove mineral deposits and odor.3.
Check Hoses and Connections: Tighten or replace as needed to prevent leaks and ensure proper drainage.4.
Use the Correct Detergent and Rinse Aids: This helps maintain cleaning efficiency and prevents buildup.5.

When to Call a Professional

While many issues can be resolved through DIY troubleshooting, some problems require professional repair:

Persistent Error Codes: After attempting resets and component checks, errors may need specialized1.
diagnostics.
Electrical or Wiring Issues: Handling electrical components should be left to licensed technicians.2.
Faulty Control Boards or Motors: These parts often require precise testing and replacement.3.
Leaks or Water Damage: Major leaks may indicate severe component failure or installation issues.4.

In conclusion, effective Kenmore dishwasher troubleshooting involves a systematic approach to identifying and
resolving common problems. Regular maintenance, careful loading, and prompt repairs can ensure your dishwasher
continues to serve your household efficiently. If issues persist despite your efforts, consulting a qualified technician
guarantees safe and reliable repairs. Remember, understanding your appliance and following recommended
maintenance practices can extend its lifespan and keep your dishes sparkling clean.

Kenmore Dishwasher Troubleshooting: A Comprehensive Guide to Identifying and Fixing Common Issues When it



comes to maintaining a clean and efficient kitchen, a reliable dishwasher is an essential appliance. Among the many
brands available, Kenmore dishwashers are popular for their durability and performance. However, like any
household appliance, they can encounter problems over time. If you’re experiencing issues with your Kenmore
dishwasher, understanding troubleshooting techniques can save you time and money. In this guide, we’ll explore
common problems, their causes, and step-by-step solutions to get your dishwasher back to optimal performance.

Understanding Your Kenmore Dishwasher

Before diving into troubleshooting, it’s helpful to understand how your Kenmore dishwasher works. The typical
dishwasher involves several key components: - Control panel and electronic controls: Regulate wash cycles and
settings. - Water inlet valve: Allows water to enter the dishwasher. - Pump and motor assembly: Circulate water and
drain used water. - Spray arms: Distribute water onto dishes. - Heater element: Heats water for cleaning and drying.
- Filters and screens: Capture debris and prevent clogs. Knowing these parts helps in diagnosing issues effectively,
as most problems relate to one or more of these components.

Common Kenmore Dishwasher Problems and Their Causes

Below are some typical issues faced by Kenmore dishwasher owners, along with potential causes: 1. Dishwasher
Won’t Start - Power supply issues - Faulty door latch or switch - Malfunctioning control board 2. Dishwasher Won’t
Fill with Water - Water inlet valve failure - Float switch stuck or defective - Clogged inlet screen 3. Dishwasher Not
Draining Properly - Blocked or clogged drain hose - Faulty drain pump - Kinked or blocked filter 4. Dishwasher
Doesn’t Spray Water - Clogged spray arms - Malfunctioning pump or motor - Obstructed filters 5. No Heat or Dishes
Not Drying - Heating element failure - Thermostat issues - Malfunctioning control board 6. Strange Noises During
Operation - Debris caught in the pump or spray arms - Worn-out bearings or motor issues

Step-by-Step Troubleshooting Guide

Let’s walk through practical steps to identify and resolve each common problem.

1. Dishwasher Won’t Start

Symptoms: The dishwasher doesn’t respond when pressing start, no lights or sounds. Troubleshooting Steps: -
Check Power Supply: - Ensure the dishwasher is plugged in. - Test the outlet with another device. - Reset the circuit
breaker if it’s tripped. - Inspect the Door Latch: - Make sure the door is fully closed and latched. - Examine the latch
and switch for damage or misalignment. - Replace if defective. - Control Panel and Settings: - Reset the dishwasher
by unplugging it for 1-2 minutes, then plugging it back in. - Consult the user manual for specific reset procedures. -
Control Board Issues: - If all else checks out, the control board may be faulty. - Consider professional diagnosis or
replacement.

2. Dishwasher Won’t Fill with Water

Symptoms: The dishwasher runs without filling with water, or fills partially. Troubleshooting Steps: - Check Water
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Supply Connection: - Confirm the water supply valve is open. - Inspect for kinks or leaks in the inlet hose. - Inspect
the Water Inlet Valve: - Remove the inlet hose and examine the valve for clogs or debris. - Test the valve with a
multimeter for electrical continuity. - Replace if faulty. - Float Switch and Sensor: - Locate the float (a small plastic or
rubber device) inside the tub. - Ensure it moves freely and isn’t stuck in the “up” position. - Test the float switch for
proper operation; replace if defective. - Clean the Inlet Screen: - Detach and clean the screen filter to remove mineral
buildup or debris.

3. Dishwasher Not Draining Properly

Symptoms: Water remains at the bottom after the cycle ends. Troubleshooting Steps: - Check the Drain Hose: -
Look for kinks, clogs, or obstructions. - Clear any blockages. - Inspect the Drain Pump: - Remove the pump cover
and check for debris or damage. - Test the pump motor with a multimeter; replace if not functioning. - Examine the
Filter and Sump Area: - Remove and clean any debris or food particles. - Ensure the filter is correctly seated. - Verify
the Air Gap (if applicable): - Clean or unclog the air gap device to improve drainage.

4. Dishwasher Doesn’t Spray Water

Symptoms: No water comes out of spray arms during the cycle. Troubleshooting Steps: - Check Spray Arms: -
Remove and clean spray arms from debris or mineral deposits. - Make sure they spin freely. - Inspect the Pump and
Motor: - Listen for unusual noises during operation. - Test the pump motor with a multimeter. - Replace if defective. -
Clean Filters and Screens: - Remove and clean filters to prevent blockages that hinder water flow. - Verify Water
Pressure: - Ensure the household water pressure is adequate; low pressure can affect spray.

5. No Heat or Dishes Not Drying

Symptoms: Dishes remain wet after a cycle. Troubleshooting Steps: - Test the Heating Element: - Locate the heating
element at the bottom of the tub. - Use a multimeter to test for continuity. - Replace if broken. - Examine the
Thermostat: - Check for proper operation; replace if faulty. - Control Board and Wiring: - Inspect wiring connections
to the heating element and thermostat. - Look for damaged wires or loose connections. - Drying Cycle Settings: -
Ensure you’ve selected the correct drying cycle and that the feature is enabled.

6. Strange Noises During Operation

Symptoms: Unusual banging, grinding, or humming sounds. Troubleshooting Steps: - Check for Debris: - Remove
spray arms and clear any trapped debris or broken glass. - Inspect Pump and Motor: - Listen for grinding or whining.
- Remove and examine the pump for damage or obstructions. - Worn Bearings or Motor Issues: - Worn-out bearings
can cause grinding noise; replace as needed.

Preventative Maintenance Tips for Your Kenmore Dishwasher

Regular maintenance can prevent many common problems: - Clean Filters and Spray Arms: - Remove and clean
every few months to prevent clogs. - Check and Clean the Inlet Screen: - Regularly inspect for mineral buildup. - Run
Hot Water Before Starting a Cycle: - Ensures the dishwasher begins with hot water for effective cleaning. - Inspect



Door Latch and Seal: - Keep door seals clean and intact to prevent leaks. - Use a Dishwasher Cleaner: - Periodically
run a cleaning cycle with a dishwasher cleaner to remove buildup.

When to Call a Professional

While many issues can be resolved with DIY troubleshooting, some problems may require professional repair: -
Persistent control board failures - Electrical issues beyond basic checks - Internal component replacements (e.g.,
motor, heater) - Leaks that cannot be localized or fixed easily If you’re uncomfortable performing electrical tests or
disassembling parts, contacting a certified appliance technician is advisable.

Conclusion

Troubleshooting your Kenmore dishwasher doesn’t have to be daunting. By understanding the common issues and
following methodical steps, you can often resolve problems yourself, saving time and money. Remember to prioritize
safety—always unplug the appliance before inspecting or repairing internal components. Regular maintenance and
prompt attention to issues will ensure your dishwasher continues to perform efficiently, keeping your kitchen running
smoothly. If problems persist, don’t hesitate to seek professional assistance to avoid further damage and ensure
safe operation.

Questions & Answers About kenmore dishwasher troubleshooting

No Question Answer

1 Why is my Kenmore dishwasher not
draining properly?

If your Kenmore dishwasher isn't draining, check the drain hose for
clogs or kinks, inspect the drain pump for obstructions, and ensure
the filter is clean. Sometimes, a faulty drain pump or a clogged filter
can cause draining issues.

2 What should I do if my Kenmore
dishwasher isn't filling with water?

If your dishwasher isn't filling, verify that the water supply valve is
open, check for kinks in the inlet hose, and inspect the inlet valve
for blockages or failure. Also, ensure the float switch isn't stuck,
which can prevent filling.

3 Why does my Kenmore dishwasher
leave dishes dirty after a cycle?

Dirty dishes can result from clogged spray arms, a malfunctioning
detergent dispenser, or low water temperature. Clean the spray
arms, ensure you're using the correct detergent, and check that the
water heats to the proper temperature (around 120°F).

4 My Kenmore dishwasher is making
loud noises during operation. What
could be the cause?

Loud noises can be caused by objects trapped in the spray arms, a
faulty pump, or worn-out bearings. Inspect the spray arms for
debris, listen for the source of the noise, and consider replacing
worn parts if necessary.

5 How can I reset my Kenmore
dishwasher to troubleshoot persistent
error codes?

To reset your Kenmore dishwasher, unplug it from the power
source for about 5 minutes, then plug it back in. This often clears
error codes. If issues persist, consult your user manual for specific
reset instructions or contact a service technician.

Kenmore dishwasher, dishwasher not draining, dishwasher not starting, dishwasher not filling, dishwasher making
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noise, dishwasher not drying, dishwasher leaks, dishwasher leaves residue, dishwasher cycle not completing,
dishwasher error codes
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